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Catalog Description: 

Students must work or volunteer in a licensed child care facility or school serving children birth 
through age eight to apply the knowledge acquired and skills learned in previous coursework. 
Placement must be in a quality program (a program meeting Head Start Performance Standards, 
NAEYC accreditation Standards, Arkansas Better Chance Standards, or Level three Better 
Beginnings Standards). The instructor will observe and evaluate students following NAEYC Early 
Childhood Associate Degree Accreditation Standards. Students must demonstrate competency in 
all areas observed and compete a minimum of an average of two (2) clock hours weekly, totaling a 
minimum of 16 hours for the semester. An Arkansas Child Maltreatment Background Check is 
required (cost is $10). A report of maltreatment will result in a student not being allowed to complete 
the course. 

Prerequisites:  
Instructor consent 

 

Credit hours/Contact hours/Load hours:  

3/3/3 
 

Course Objectives: 

Upon the completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

 Reflect, apply and demonstrate the connection between prior knowledge and new knowledge 
regarding how children grow and learn in a childcare setting designed for children birth 
through Pre-kindergarten, including children with special needs (NAEYC 1a, 1b, 4c, 4d, SS4) 

 Demonstrate knowledge of developmentally appropriate practices for children birth through 
Pre-kindergarten, including children with special needs (NAEYC 1c, 4b, SS 1, 3, 4) 

 Demonstrate proficiency in working with diverse populations of students, families and 
community groups (NAEYC 2a, 2b, 2c, 4a) 

 Demonstrate knowledge of and use a variety of observational and authentic assessment 
options and their appropriate use with  children birth through Pre-kindergarten, including 
children with special needs (NAEYC 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d) 

 Integrate reflective and critical perspectives on early education practices. (NAEYC  6d) 

 Engage in informed advocacy for children and the profession. (NAEYC 5e) 

 

COURSE GOALS 

 As a result of this course, students will be able to recognize and describe the difference 
between early childhood programs that meet quality standards and those that meet minimal 
standards. 

 During this course, students will be able to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate content from all 
other CHED or ECTC courses they have taken or are taking and compare this information 
with their practicum experience (and their work experience if they have work experience in 
the field of early childhood). 

 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:   
Since one of the goals for this course is for students to observe and implement best practices that 
have been taught in previous coursework, placement must be in a quality program; quality is 
defined as a program meeting Head Start Performance Standards, NAEYC Accreditation 
Standards, Arkansas Better Chance Standards, or Level Three Better Beginnings Standards. 
 

 


