
VAWA and Clery requirements for defining:  

Domestic Violence  

Domestic Violence is a pattern of abusive behavior in any relationship that is used by one 
partner to gain or maintain power and control over another intimate partner.  Domestic 
violence can be physical, sexual, emotional, economic, or psychological actions or threats of 
actions that influence another person. This includes any behaviors that intimidate, manipulate, 
humiliate, isolate, frighten, terrorize, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or wound someone. 

Domestic violence can happen to anyone regardless of race, age, sexual orientation, religion, or 
gender. Domestic violence affects people of all socioeconomic backgrounds and education 
levels. Domestic violence occurs in both opposite-sex and same-sex relationships and can 
happen to intimate partners who are married, living together, or dating. 

Dating Violence 

Dating violence is a pattern of assaultive and controlling behaviors that one person uses against 
another in order to gain or maintain power and control in the relationship. Dating Violence is 
defined as the physical, sexual, or psychological/emotional violence within a dating 
relationship. It can occur in person or electronically and may occur between a current or former 
dating partner. Other terms used include: relationship abuse, intimate partner violence, 
relationship violence, dating abuse, domestic abuse, domestic violence, and stalking.  
 

Stalking 
 
Stalking is a pattern of repeated and unwanted attention, harassment, contact, or any other 
course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable person to feel 
fear for his or her safety or the safety of others and/or suffer substantial emotional distress.  
 
 


